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all kinds of goods on sale, shows, and amusements for
young and old. Many fallen women have become
Vaishnavas, and are seen in great numbers at this,
almost the only religious festival in which they can
share. The music, dancing, and general merry-making,
-seem out of harmony with this impressive ceremony.
As there is, annually, an observance of this festival
within easy reach of almost every part of Bengal, pro-
bably it is more largely attended, and its lessons more
widely taught, than those of any other. There are
ceremonies, such as the sacrifice of goats in the Durga
Puja, that offend the prejudices of the earnest followers
of Vishnu, but in Jagannatha's worship, as it is practised
away from Pun, there is nothing to offend the prejudices
of any.*

(3) Sasthi, the protectress of women and children,
though regularly worshipped at many other times, has
her proper festival in this month. At childbirth, and even
before, her blessing is invoked on the mother, and until
manhood or womanhood is reached, all are under her
special care. When children are sick her aid is first
invoked to effect their recovery. At her festival it is
not common to set up an image ; the banian-tree,
being specially sacred to her, is her representative.
On the day of worship, women march with bands
of music to the tree in the middle of the village.
Mothers of sons are radiant with joy, whilst those as
yet unblessed have disappointment manifest in their
looks. The mantras are recited by the priests; the
mothers who have sons give presents to those who have
none, and the procession wends its way back. After
this ceremony is over sons-in-law visit their wives' homes,
and after being hospitably entertained, are sent away

* For further account of Puri, see chapter on Pilgrimages.